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OFFICE OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF FREE SCHOOLS, 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA; 
WHEELING, Jan. 1, 1868. 


To His Excellency A. I. BoREMAN, 
Governor of West Virginia: — 

SIR: We have the honor to submit herewith, the First Annual 
Report of the “Regents of the State Normal School of West Virginia,” 
to the Legislature, for the year ending September 30, 1867, with a 
statement of our proceedings up to this date. 


| W. R. WHITE, President. 
J. T. MoCLURE, Secretary. 
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REPORT. 


To the Legislature of the State of West Virginia : 


In accordance with an act passed Feb. 27, 1867, “the Regents of the 
State Normal School of West Virginia” met in Guyandotte, Cabell 
County, West Virginia, Sept. 6, 1867, and organized with the following 
members, viz: The State Superintendent of Free Schools, ex-officio 
President of the Board, the Secretary of State, the State Treasurer, 
and the Auditor of State; together with Messrs, W, O, Mathers, of the 
8rd, J. J. Barrick, of the 2nd, and J. T. McClure, of the lst Con- 
gressional District, appointed by the Governor. Of these members, 
Messrs. White, Witcher, Bristor and Mathers were present at the first 
meeting. . 

The citizens interested in the establishment of a Normal School in 
Cabell County, West Virginia, offered to the Regents the property 
known as Marshall College, situated in said county, as an equivalent 
for ten thousand dollars, which, by the act establishing said Normal 
School, they were required to raise; which offer, being regarded asa 
full equivalent for the said sum of money, was accepted; and the 
Regents promptly took such measures,as were necessary to have the 
property transferred to their custody, for the use and benefit of the 
Normal School, Messrs. W. F. Dusenberry, J. Freutel, W. O. Wright, 
0. H. Hall and Joshua Heath, were appointed the Executive Committee 
of the State Normal School at Guyandotte. 

Through the above named committee, the Board of Regents con- 
tracted with Hugo Deitz, to have certain additions and repairs made 
to the college buildings and premises, at a cost of about $3,800. 

Believing, also, that the interests of the school demanded it, the 
Board agreed to purchase ten acres of land lying adjacent to that on 
which the college buildings are erected, at a cost of $1000—the title to 
which shall be vested in the Board of Regents, together with the title 
to Marshall College, for the use and benefit of the State Normal School. 

The Board also directed advertisements for Principal and Assistant 
Teachers in the Normal School, to be inserted in the various journals 
devoted to the cause of education; and opened a correspondence, 
through their President, with many persons engaged in the work of 
teaching. 

The above contains a statement of the business of the Board from the 
time of its organization up to Sept. 30, 1867. 

A brief statement of the business transacted by the Board, from Oct. 
1, 1867, up to Jan. 1, 1868, accompanies this report. 
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STATEMENT OF THE BUSINESS TRANSACTED BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS 
OF THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, FROM OCTOBER 1, 1867, UP To 
JANUARY 1, 1868. 


At a meeting of the Board, held in Wheeling, Oct. 18, 1867, the 
President reported that, after having examined the property offered for 
the use of the State Normal School, located at West Liberty, Ohio 
County, West Virginia, he had purchased the same, under act of the 
Legislature passed Feb. 26, 1867, for six thousand dollars: Whereupon 
the Board appointed Gen. W. B. Curtis, and Messrs. S. S. Jacobs, W, 
C. Darling, Lewis B. Morgan and Thomas Hammond, the Executive 
Committee for the branch of the State Normal School at West Liberty. 
The title to the above named property is now vested in the Regents, 
for the use of the branch of the State Normal School at West Liberty. 

The Academy buildings are so much out of repair as to be nearly 
unfit for use; neither is there sufficient furniture in them with which 
to conduct a school. The property is regarded as worth much more 
than it has cost the State, but about three thousand dollars will be 
necessary to place it in good repair, which sum the Board ask as an 
appropriation for necessary repairs and furniture, as in the present con- 
dition of the buildings and furniture, competent teachers have refused 
to take charge of it. 

The additions and repairs on Marshall College are not yet completed, 
and no teachers have as yet been engaged for that school. The Board 
havé found great difficulties in the way of securing first class teachers 
for these schools. Teachers who have proven themselves to be well 
qualified, are uniformly engaged in other locations, and they are 
unwilling to give up their present positions when their success is almost 
certain, and run the risk of succeeding in a new enterprise. The Re- 
gents are unwilling to engage the services of any teachers in these 
schools, who do not possess the highest qualifications. 

By a resolution adopted October 18th, 1867, the following branches 
were ordered to be taught in the Normal Schools, viz: Orthography, 
Reading, Penmanship, Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, Book-keeping, 
Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, with Practical Surveying, Botany, 
Natural Philosophy, Anatomy and Physiology, Music, and the Art of 
Teaching, and such other branches as the Board may from time to time 
direct; and that no person shall be employed as principal in either of 
the schools, who does not present to the Board satisfactory evidence of 
being well qualified to teach all of the above named branches, and also 
of possessing a good moral character. 

The Board beg leave to suggest the propriety of so changing the law 
establishing Normal Schools, as to make them a part of the Free Schools 
- of the State. They are designed to prepare teachers for the Free 
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Schools, and by this means to advance the cause of education among 
the people generally. They should, therefore, be so organized as to 
offer greater advantages to those who are looking forward to the pro- 
fession of teaching, than can be found in other institutions of learning. 

Those who desire to become teachers are not usually possessed of 
much wealth, and cannot afford heavy expenditures by way of pre- 
paring for their work. Under the present law, those who do not reside 
in the immediate vicinity of the Normal Schools, must be subjected to 
heavy expenses for traveling and for boarding, as well as for books and 
tuition, if they would enjoy their benefits in receiving instruction. 
These expenses are such as to prevent many from attending them, who 
desire to become teachers, and who might become useful members of 
that profession. The present law offers no material advantage.to those 
who wish to become teachers, over any of the other institutions of 
learning in this and in neighboring States. 

We would, therefore, respectfully suggest that the law be so altered 
and amended as to give tuition free of charge to such a number of 
pupile from Delegate or Senatorial Districts in the State, as the Legis- 
lature may prescribe, who shall bind themselves to teach within the 
State, for such a length of time after leaving the Normal School, as 
may hereafter be determined; and that such pupils as may attend, 
either from this State or from other States, without binding themselves 
to become teachers, shall pay such tuition fees as the Regents may pre- 
scribe; and further, that such an amount of money be appropriated 
annually as will be necessary to pay the salaries of all teachers engaged 
in conducting the Normal Schools. This will require an annual appro- 
priation of about three thousand dollars for the salaries of teachers in 
each of the schools, and it is presumed that the income of the schools 
from tuition fees, received from such pupils as do not desire to become 
teachers in this State, will be sufficient for all contingent expenses. 

By order of the Board of Regents. 

WILLIAM R. WHITE, 


President, 
J. T. MoCLURE, 


Secretary. è 


